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Survival Swahili

Pronounciations:

Vowel Sounds:

American
--
Kenyan
A

--
(Ah) ha ha

E

--
(AY) play

I

--
(EE) three

O

--
(OWE) tow

U

--
(OO) goose

ER

-- 
(AHR)

Winner
  
--
 (wee-nahr)
Amidst       
--
(ah-meed-ist)

It may be difficult to understand people from East Africa when they are even speaking English, because they use the above vowel pronunciations. Remember also, that the opposite is true, they have a difficult time understanding your English pronunciations also. 
To assist in opening communication and building relationships, it will be important to adapt your vowel pronunciation to match those of the Kenyans. You may find yourself beginning to do this naturally, as you speak with Kenyans.  
Example:

The spirit of the Lord God is upon me

(Th-ah spee-reet owe-f th-ah L-owe-d 

G-owe-d ee-s oo-p-owe-n m-ee)
General Language – Lugha ya kawaidi
Please

--
talfadahli

Hello/hi
--
habari

Hello

--
jambo

Good Morning--
habari za asubuhi

Good Evening--
habari za jioni

Thank you
--
asante

Very much
--
sana

Again

--
tena

Welcome
--
karibu (singular)



Karibuni (plural)

No problem
--
hakuna matata 

It is okay
--
hamna shida

Goodbye
--
kwaheri
What’s your name?   --
Jina lako ni nani?
My name is…
--
Jina langu ni
Praise the Lord -- 
Bwana Asifiwe

God

--
Mungu

Jesus

--
Yesu

Master

--
Bwana

OK

--
sawa

Good Night
--
lala salama
See you tomorrow--   tutaonane kesho

Understand?
--            umesikia?

I understand
--
nimesikia

I don’t understand--
sikusikia

The food is delicious -- chakula ni kitamu

Nouns 
-- 
Jina

House

--
nyumba

Water

--
maji

Food

-- 
chakula

Fruits

--
matunda

Milk

--
maziwa

Soda

--
soda

Chicken
--
kuku
Fish

--
samaki

Potatoes
--
viazi

Bread

--
mkate

Toilet

--
choo/msalani

Bathroom
--
bafu

Bus

--
busi

Car

--
motokaa/gari

Taxi

--
matatu

Insect

--
dudu
Times

--
mara

Period/Time – Wakati/Saa

Morning
--
asubuhi

Daytime
--
mchana

Afternoon
--
jioni

Night

--
usiku

Today

--
leo

Tomorrow
--
kesho

Yesterday
--
jana

Week

--
wiki/juma

Month

--
mwezi

Year

--
mwaka

Days of the week – Siku za Wiki
Monday
--
Jumatatu
Tuesday
--
Jumanne

Wednesday
--
Jumatano

Thursday
--
Alhamisi

Friday

--
Ijumaa

Saturday
--
Jumamosi

Sunday
--
Jumapili
Months – Meizi

January
--
Januari

February
--
Februari

March

--
Machi

April

--
Aprili

May

--
Mei

June

--
Juni

July

--
Julai

August

--
Agosti

September
--
Septemba

October
--
Oktoba

November
--
Novemba

December
--
Desemba

Numbers – Nambari

1
--
moja

2
--
mbili

3
--
tatu

4
--
nne

5
--
tano

6
--
sita

7
--
saba

8
--
nane

9
--
tisa

10
-- 
kumi

11
--
kumi na moja

20
--
ishirini

21
--
ishirini na moja

30
--
thelathini

40
--
arobaini

50
--
hamsini

60
--
sitini

70
--
sabini

80
--
themanini

90
--
tisaini

100
--
mia moja

1000
--
elfu moja

10,000   -- 
elfu kumi

100,000 --
laki moja

1,000,000 --
milioni moja

Person/People – Mtu/Watu

Father

--
baba

Mother

--
mama

Mr. (Master)
--
Bwana

Mrs. 

--
bibi
Girl

--
msichana

Boy

--
mvulana

Grandfather
--
babu

Grandmother 
--
nyanya

Aunt

--
shangazi

Uncle

--
mjomba

Brothe

--
ndugu
Sister

--
dada

Older man/Elder -- 
mzee

Youth

--
kijana/vijana

Child

--
mtoto

Woman/women –


Mwanamke/wanawake

Man/men –     mwanaume/wanaume

Parent/parents  --   
mzazi/wazazi

Leader

--
kiongozi

Patient

--
mgonjwa

Doctor

--
daktari

Nurse

--
nasi

Verbs – Kitenzi

Swallow
--
meza

Take 

--
chukua

Apply

--
paka

Drink

--
kunywa

Sleep

--
lala

Walk

--
tembea

Tell

--
ambia

Eat

--
kula

Anatomy/Parts of the Body – Sehemu za Mwili
Body

--
mwili
Eye

--
jicho/macho

Ear

--
ma/sikio

Mouth

--
kinywa
Heart

--
roho

Arm

--
mkono

Leg

--
mguu

Abdomen
--
tumbo

Head

--
kichwa

Skin

--
ngozi

Chest

--
kifua

Hair

--
nywele

Nose

--
pua

Finger

--
kidole

Nail

--
kucha

Cheek

--
shavu
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